
PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH

ST. JOSEPH, you were entrusted with seeing to
all the needs of the family of Nazareth, protecting 
and guiding Jesus and Mary with watchful care.  
Nurtured and taught by you, Jesus came to know 
the goodness and mercy of his heavenly Father.

We are your family now.  Be our guide when 
the struggles and challenges of our times leave us 
weary and confused.  Be our protector as we walk 
in faith, trusting God’s presence and promise held 
deep in our hearts.

We bring you our needs, those of the 
Church and of our world, hopeful that light will 
overcome darkness and peace will prevail over 
turmoil.  Help us to become faithful followers of 
Christ and channels of the goodness and mercy of 
our God. AMEN.

March 19, 2016

Dear Friends,

Imagine the relief that filled the heart of St. Joseph
when he heard the angel’s words: “Joseph, son of Da-
vid, fear not to take Mary your wife into your home.” 
After learning the news of Mary’s unexpected preg-
nancy, their marriage plans seemed about to crumble.  
Like any young couple at such a turn of events, they 
were devastated. 

At the angel’s words, Joseph experienced the 
gracious mercy of God. He and Mary would witness 
the unfolding of this mercy in the intimacy of family 
life.  Jesus himself first encountered this merciful love 
in the devotion of his mother and in the faithful care of 
his foster father.  

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, when Pope Fran-
cis calls us to constantly contemplate the mystery of 
mercy—that wellspring of joy and serenity—let us turn 
to Joseph, the gentle and obedient servant of God, 
with our needs and concerns.  

Please join us March 10-18 in the novena to 
St. Joseph.  Be assured that we remember you, your 
loved ones and intentions in our prayers each day.

With our love and gratitude,
Your Carmelite Sisters


